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Trade	
  unions	
  and	
  cost	
  of	
  living	
  studies	
  

	
  
•  collec<on	
  of	
  data	
  on	
  cost	
  of	
  living	
  by	
  the	
  
Interna<onal	
  Confedera<on	
  of	
  Free	
  Trade	
  
Unions	
  (ICFTU)	
  

•  cost	
  of	
  living	
  data,	
  labour	
  unrest	
  and	
  wage	
  
nego<a<ons	
  in	
  South	
  Africa	
  during	
  Apartheid	
  



•  histoire	
  croisée	
  (Michael	
  Werner	
  &	
  Benedicte	
  
Zimmermann)	
  

•  budge<ng	
  and	
  the	
  social	
  meaning	
  of	
  money	
  
(Vivianna	
  Zelizer)	
  

•  division	
  of	
  workers	
  (Ashwini	
  Deshpande)	
  



Construc<ons	
  of	
  remunera<on	
  	
  

•  rate	
  for	
  the	
  job	
  
•  rate	
  for	
  the	
  need	
  of	
  income	
  
•  combina<ons	
  



Interna<onal	
  organisa<ons’	
  access	
  	
  
to	
  income	
  data	
  

•  wage	
  sta<s<cs:	
  in	
  some	
  regions	
  delivered	
  by	
  
banks	
  

•  analysis	
  of	
  consump<on	
  as	
  ways	
  of	
  measuring	
  
wage	
  levels	
  in	
  regions	
  with	
  large	
  informal	
  
economy	
  

•  regions	
  with	
  strong	
  bargaining	
  tradi<ons	
  
deliver	
  the	
  most	
  systema<zed	
  data	
  	
  	
  



Synchronizing	
  and	
  standardizing	
  data	
  	
  
	
  

The	
  ICFTU	
  household	
  budget	
  study	
  
from	
  1950	
  

	
  



LeUer	
  to	
  the	
  workers	
  



Ques<onnaire	
  on	
  living	
  condi<ons	
  



Food	
  and	
  clothing	
  



Cri<que	
  from	
  the	
  Swedish	
  Trade	
  union	
  
Confedera<on	
  

1.  representa<veness	
  
2.  comparability	
  
3.  costs	
  
	
  



First	
  minimum	
  standard	
  moment	
  
in	
  South	
  Africa	
  

•  studies	
  on	
  poverty	
  among	
  Europeans	
  in	
  SA	
  
carried	
  out	
  by	
  Carnegie	
  Corpora<on	
  in	
  the	
  
1920s	
  

•  mining	
  experts	
  defining	
  minimum	
  needs	
  
•  Edward	
  Batson’s	
  Social	
  Survey	
  on	
  Cape	
  Town	
  	
  
•  Poverty	
  Datum	
  Line	
  (PDL)	
  and	
  Effec<ve	
  
Minimum	
  Level	
  (EML)	
  

•  CPIs	
  only	
  on	
  Europeans’	
  consump<on	
  	
  



Labour	
  unrest	
  in	
  the	
  early	
  1970s	
  
	
  South	
  Africa’s	
  second	
  minimum	
  

standard	
  moment	
  
•  strikes	
  among	
  workers	
  in	
  Northern	
  Namibia	
  	
  
•  student	
  wage	
  commission	
  at	
  the	
  UND	
  
•  cost	
  of	
  living	
  sta<s<cs	
  became	
  available	
  for	
  
African	
  workers	
  

•  Guardian	
  ar<cles	
  on	
  PDL	
  and	
  low	
  wages	
  	
  	
  
•  codes	
  of	
  conduct	
  for	
  mul<na<onals	
  using	
  PDL	
  
and	
  EML	
  	
  



	
  	
  



FOSATU’s	
  living	
  wage	
  campaign	
  

•  actual	
  expenditure	
  
•  not	
  a	
  bare	
  minimum	
  
needed	
  for	
  life	
  

•  no	
  figures	
  
•  equal	
  pay	
  
•  cri<que	
  against	
  PDL	
  
•  used	
  in	
  nego<a<ons	
  
with	
  mul<na<onals	
  	
  



Challenging	
  calcula<ons	
  



	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Acer	
  the	
  second	
  minimum	
  standard	
  
moment	
  in	
  South	
  Africa	
  

•  ethnographic	
  methods	
  
•  oral	
  history	
  
•  documen<ng	
  with	
  photographs	
  



Making	
  data	
  comparable	
  

•  historicise	
  and	
  contextualize	
  the	
  data	
  
•  who	
  and	
  for	
  which	
  purpose	
  has	
  the	
  data	
  been	
  
collected?	
  

•  who	
  and	
  for	
  which	
  purpose	
  has	
  the	
  data	
  been	
  
used	
  over	
  <me?	
  	
  

•  which	
  conflicts	
  and	
  silences	
  have	
  been	
  part	
  of	
  
the	
  process	
  of	
  crea<ng	
  and	
  using	
  the	
  
material?	
  	
  

	
  


